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News from our Co - Headteachers 

It has been another exceptionally busy and 
inspiring half term across the school, with students 
from year 7 through to year 13 demonstrating 
commitment, enthusiasm and ambition in every 
aspect of school life.  
 
Celebrating success has been a real highlight this 
half term. Many students have been recognised 
for exceeding expectations through our postcard 
home initiative and year group celebration 
assemblies. It has been a pleasure to see their 
hard work acknowledged. Mr Rigg and I have  
particularly revelled in handing out certificates to 
students who received EE (Exceeding 
Expectations) Postcards in multiple subjects.  
 
Our Aspirational Learning Pathway, now firmly 
embedded across years 7 - 9, continues to 
broaden horizons and stretch thinking.  Year 7 
students have been honing their debating skills, 
developing confidence in articulating ideas and 
engaging respectfully with differing viewpoints.  
Year 8 have been exploring the world of politics, 
building their understanding of democracy, 
leadership and civic responsibility.  Year 9 
students have immersed themselves in 
archaeology, cultivating curiosity about history 
and the evidence that shapes our understanding 
of the past.  
 
We are also proud that 14 of our high -achieving 
year 8 students have been participating in The 
Brilliant Club, engaging with university -style 
learning and scholarly research. Their dedication 
to academic excellence is commendable.  
 
Our commitment to student voice and confidence 
building is evident in year 10õs involvement in the 
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge, where 
students have been developing their public 
speaking skills and personal confidence -  
essential qualities for future success.  
 
Beyond the classroom, creativity and talent 
continue to shine with the very entertaining whole 
- school production of High School Musical.  This 
was a fantastic showcase of performing arts 
across all year groups.  
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We are also immensely proud of our girlsõ football 
teams, who are leading the way in competitions, 
with every year group reaching the National ESFA 
Quarter Finals - a remarkable achievement that 
reflects determination, teamwork and sporting 
excellence.  
 
Looking ahead, it is exciting times for year 9 who 
will begin their options journey next half term, an 
exciting and important stage as they consider 
their GCSE pathways.  Year 10 students are 
preparing for their upcoming exams, supported by 
the Mastering the Mocks evening and focused 
revision ahead of their April assessments. Year 11 
students have shown impressive engagement with 
our Strive for 5 or Higher initiative, dedicating 
themselves to exam practice and striving for 
continued improvement - long may this continue.  
 
Thank you to our staff, students and families for 
their ongoing support. Together, we continue to 
foster a culture of aspiration, resilience and 
success.  
 
Mrs Martin & Mr Rigg  
 
Acting Co -Headteachers  

We love celebrating the success 
and achievements of our students 
and to ensure we can use 
photographs of students with your 
permission, please update the 
consent form on Edulink if you 
have not already done so.   
 

@shenfieldhighschoolofficial  
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 Aspirational Learning 
Pathway  

It has been a busy term for the students of the 

Aspirational Learning Pathway.    

 

We greeted our  brand - new  year 7 

cohort  who  immediately  threw themselves into 

their very first project ð debating.    

 

Students have  channelled the  Ancient 

Greeks,  practising  using ôlanguage as their 

superpowerõ to  persuade people of their point of 

view.   Teams have been assigned  ð either 

affirmative or negative - and  students  have been 

preparing and rehearsing their speeches, ensuring 

they are focusing on the manner,  matter  and 

method of their  overall  debate.   Everyone has 

worked incredibly hard so I am sure these debates 

will be difficult to judge!   

 

Meanwhile,  year 8 have been  given an 

ôIntroduction to Politicsõ by Mr Thorpe.  Students 

have engaged in insightful discussions about 

democracy and government and are currently 

working on their very own  project  where they are 

using their  research skills to expand on their new 

political knowledge.   There have been some very 

impressive presentations which include details on 

different political parties, different elections in the 

UK and the role of local government.   

 

Year 9 have been  just as busy  learning about  the 

foundations of archaeology: the  ethics behind 

digs, the science of dendrochronology and the 

differences between the study of  history and 

archaeology.   Discussions have been rooted in 

the  famous  archaeological  sites of Britian, 

including the funerary landscape of 

Stonehenge  and the Anglo -Saxon burial site at 

Sutton Hoo.     
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A very big  thank you to Mr Rees -Gildea, Mr Thorpe 

and Mr Springett who have led such engaging 

sessions this half term.   We canõt wait to welcome 

the ALP students back after  the holiday  and see 

what else they can achieve.   Please keep an eye 

on your emails for confirmation of  the day of 

your  childõs first session.     
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Year 7 Battle of the Books  

With our first term over, the first round of the Battle 

of the Books is over.  Well done to our top 

contributors and reading champions Connie and 

Jessie.   

 

Year 10 Jack Petchey Speak 
Out Challenge 

This month saw over 50 of our year 10 students 

take part in the annual Jack Petchey Speak out 

challenge; part of a national initiative to help build 

confidence in public speaking among young 

people.  

 

By the end of the day, students had managed to 

craft and present their own speech on a topic of 

their choice. We are looking forward to our 7 

finalists who will present in  front  the year 10 

assembly in March.    
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 Shelf Life For Fans of Action & Adventure  

The Hunger Games: Sunrise on the Reaping  

by Suzanne Collins  

 

Back to the arena for another thrilling prequel.  

 

In this latest instalment of the Hunger Games  universe, 

Suzanne Collins takes readers back to the 50th Hunger 

Games, focusing on a young Haymitch Abernathy 

before he became the mentor we know from the 

original series. Packed with survival challenges, intense 

alliances, and heart -stopping twists, Sunrise on the 

Reaping  gives both old fans and new readers an 

exciting ride through the world of Panem.  I couldnõt put 

this one down and can't wait for the new film this year!  

 

Perfect for fans of:  high -stakes adventure and 

dystopian action worlds.  

Why we recommend it:  

˕  Packed with edge -of-your -seat moments  

˕  Deepens the story of a fan -favourite character  

˕  Great if you loved the original trilogy  

For Fans of Drama, Friendship & Real -Life Stories 

They Both Die at the End  by Adam Silvera  

 

A powerful, unforgettable story about making every 

moment count.  

 

Imagine you knew the day you were going to die. In 

this moving novel, two strangers, Mateo and Rufus, 

receive that exact news and decide to make the most 

meaningful day of their lives by spending it together. As 

they form a deep friendship and face lifeõs big 

questions head -on, this book explores connection, 

courage, and what it really means to live. This one was 

recommended to me by a student in Year 10 and Iõm 

so glad she did ð a speed read.  

 

Perfect for fans of: emotional friendships, thought -

provoking stories, and books that stay with you.  

Why we recommend it:  

˕  Thoughtful and powerful  

˕  Highlights the value of friendship and time  

˕  Great for older teens and adults alike  

For Parents & Staff 

Audition  by Katie Kitamura  

 

A mysterious, character -driven story that keeps you 

thinking long after the last page.  

This 2025 literary novel centres on an actress rehearsing 

for a major play when a surprising personal claim turns 

her life upside down.  

Quiet on the surface but rich in emotional depth, 

Audition  blends psychological insight with subtle 

intrigue, drawing readers into the narratorõs complex 

world.  

Shortlisted for the 2025 Booker Prize, itõs perfect if you 

like fiction thatõs reflective, layered, and elegantly 

written.  

 

Perfect for fans of: contemporary literary fiction and 

introspective character studies.  

 

Why we recommend it:  

˕  Engaging and thought -provoking  

˕  Stylish and well -crafted writing  

˕  A book that sparks conversation  
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We are delighted to 

announce that 14 high -

achieving year 8 students 

have been selected to take 

part in  The Brilliant Club 

Scholars  Programme  as part 

of our Aspirational Learning 

Pathway.  

 

Over six weeks, students will 

complete a university -style 

course in Literary Theory, 

exploring critical approaches such as feminism 

and  Marxism  and learning how to view a range of 

texts through these analytical lenses. Teaching 

takes place in seminar -style groups of seven, with 

all students actively contributing to discussion.   

   

Alongside these sessions, students complete 

independent reading and research tasks, 

mirroring the expectations of university study. They 

are coached through extended essay and 

dissertation writing, receiving bespoke, in -person 

feedback from their PhD tutor throughout 

the  programme. Students will  submit  a final 

dissertation, which is formally graded using a 

university -style classification system ranging from 

First Class Honours to 2:2, before celebrating their 

achievements at a graduation ceremony at a 

London university in the summer term.   

 
The Brilliant 

Club  Scholars Programme  
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Year 11 Art Trip 

Year 11 Art students explored art from a range of 

genres and gained inspiration for their art exam 

projects after visiting the Tate Modern gallery in London, 

thoroughly enjoying their day!  
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On 22nd  January, many of our own  Shenfield 

Singers from the Music Department  joined 

thousands of students from across the globe to 

sing live with  Emma Kingston  (cast member 

of  Wicked) in a  Young Voices 

Singalong  ôWickedõ.  

 

The singalong featured a medley of songs 

from the show, which our students were busy 

rehearsing for weeks, straight  off the back of 

the Christmas Concert, to prepare for the 

singalong.    

 

The performance was streamed  live  from The 

O2, which also featured a live  band, 

professional  singers, and thousands of other 

students.  We managed to record our own 

footage, which has been uploaded to 

our  Instagram account  for you to watch.  If you 

check out the link below, you can watch the 

broadcast for yourself.    

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i29MmqEydAg   

Instagram  - Link to video  

www.instagram.com/p/DT2a3Fagouu/  

 

This half term, our KS3 students have been 

showcasing their creativity through a range of 

exciting English projects. Year 7 explored 

Shakespeare, bringing his characters and 

themes to life, year 8 delved into the world of 

the novels they are studying and year 9 

explored film studies, analysing storytelling 

beyond the page as an exciting taster before 

selecting their GCSE options.  

 

Students were encouraged to approach their 

projects creatively, and the results have been 

fantastic - thoughtful, imaginative, and 

engaging work that reflects both strong 

subject knowledge and personal flair. The 

display celebrates not only what our students 

have learned, but also their confidence to 

experiment, interpret, and express ideas in 

original ways. We are incredibly proud of their 

efforts.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i29MmqEydAg
https://www.instagram.com/p/DT2a3Fagouu/
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Year 9 History                         
National Competition Runners-Up 

As you will remember, students  participated  in an 

interhouse competition back in November entitled 

ôForgotten Armies of the First World Warõ.  Winning 

students were then entered into the national 

competition run by  the Western Front  Association.    

 

We are  very pleased  to share that Lara S and 

Lucas W were selected as runners -up!    

 

The education trustee of the organisation 

shared  that they were overwhelmed by the 

number of entries and that winners should be 

incredibly proud of themselves for their 

originality,  creativity  and dedication to  research.   

   

A huge well done to Lara S and Lucas ð we are 

incredibly proud of you and cannot wait to give 

you your prizes  

Thank you to all the year 8 historians who entered 
our  interhouse competition ð Memorial to the 
victims of the  Witchcraze.    
 
Students were asked to either: write a letter to the 
local council persuading them to dedicate a 
plaque to acknowledge the local people who 
were put to death unjustly during the witch trials, or 
to design a memorial that acknowledges and 
remembers the local people who were put to 
death unjustly.    
 
Well done - every one of you have been awarded 
a C -point.   We are  very pleased  to announce the 
following winners:    
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 Year 8 History                         
Interhouse Competition 

The History Department would like to invite you 

to participate  in the annual interhouse Castle 

Competition.    

 

The competition will run between the  whole 

year  group and we would love it if you would take 

part.    

  

There are two things you can do to enter. Either:   

Make a castle using items you have around your 

house, no larger than 50cm x 50cm as a base.   

 

Oré  

 

Create a project about castles in general or a 

specific castle  

 Year 7 History                         
Interhouse Competition 

CLOSING DATE: Week Beginning 23 rd March 2026  

Studentsõ FULL names MUST be clearly written on the 

FRONT of their entries and handed to their history teach-

er. 

Every entry will receive a C -point and the top 3 entries 

will receive house points.  

Good Luck!  

   

1st -  Bailey E-N   2nd - Daisy W  3rd - Ellis T &  
Charlie L  
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MFL News 

Year 12 have got off to a flying start with  their 

Spanish A -Level course ð great to see them 

engaging so well and forming such a 

collaborative group. Here they are giving 

presentations about alternative tourism to finish off 

Theme 1.   

 
Barcelona Trip 2026 

Preparations for the trip are now complete, and 

we will be departing on Sunday 15th February.  

 

We will be posting updates from the trip via the 

school social media pages. Please remember to 

drop students off at the Oliver Road car park from 

0500, and donõt forget your passports!  
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Year 12  

 
Maisie selected for  
England U17ôs  

It is now official, after a successful training camp 

at St Georgeõs Park, Maisie B has been selected for 

the England U17 squad for this summerõs Euros. 

Maisie has travelled to Spain with the England 

squad this week where their first fixture is against 

Mexico.  

 

This exciting news comes on the back of recent 

selection for the Chelsea U21 side. Maisie scoring 

her first U21 goal against Bristol City. We are so 

proud of what Maisie has already achieved and 

know that she will be giving everything to help her 

teams be successful. Keep an eye out on the 

Shenfield PE Instagram for updates!  
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School Sports magazine         
Top 200 Sporting School 

2025 

The ôSchool Sport Magazineõ has been calculating 

the Top 200 schools for sport, based on success in 

National Schools sports competitions for the last 12 

years.  
 

For the 12th year in a row Shenfield have made 

the top 200 Schools in the country which puts us in 

the top 4% of schools in the country for sporting 

success.   
 

In the 2024 - 2025 academic year our students 

reached 3 National Football finals U12 boys B, U13 

girls B and U14 girls. Whilst both B teams lost 

narrowly the U14 girls managed to retain the 

National title they won in 2024!   
 

We also had 5 other school teams progress 

through numerous rounds to reach the National 

Cup semi -finals (U14 boys, U14 boys Elite Cup, U16 

boys, U13 girls, U16 girls) which was more than 

ever in our schools history!   
 

Miss Matthews also managed to help our elite 

swimmers qualify for the National swimming finals 

in November 2024 for the 2nd year in a row.   

 

Our athletes qualified for the ESAA Track and Field 

Cup Regional A finals in the U13 boys and U13 girls 

as well as with our U15 girls. Unfortunately those 

teams just missed out on a place in the National 

finals.  

 

We also had 4 cross country teams qualify for the 

regional finals in November 2024 but none of those 

teams qualified for a National final, unlike this year 

when our junior boys travelled up to Rugby, 

Warwickshire and came 14th out of the best 30 

schools that made the National finals.   

 

Huge congratulations to all the students that have 

made this success possible by showing real 

commitment to clubs inside and outside of school. 

Thanks to our parents that give so much support to 

our athletes, and to the PE team of staff who give 

up their free time to take the school teams all over 

the country.  
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Shenfield High School is proud to celebrate the 

remarkable achievements of former student Alfie 

Griffin, who has recently made his professional 

debut for Bath Rugby. Alfieõs journey from the 

playing fields of Shenfield to the Premiership stage 

is a story of persistence, passion, and progression 

through every level of the English rugby pathway.   

 

Reflecting on Alfieõs rise, Simon Brooks, Shenfield 

staff member and Chair of Selectors for England 

Rugby London &  South East U18s, said:  

òAlfieõs success is a product of his persistence and 

focus on his continued development of his love of 

rugby.ó  

 

As a tighthead prop, Alfie is known for his 

scrummaging power, resilience, and tireless work 

rate around the field. His journey is a shining 

example of how  persistence and passion can 

carry a player from grassroots rugby to the 

professional stage.   

 

Shenfield High School and Old  Brentwoods  RFC 

are immensely proud of Alfieõs achievements. His 

story stands as an inspiration to current students 

and young players across Essex, showing that with 

commitment and focus, dreams of professional 

sport can become reality.   

  

S. Brooks  

Chair of  Selectors   

 

From Shenfield to Bath:  
Alfie Griffinôs  
Rugby Journey  
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Jimmy Sains 

Jimmy signed to a promotional deal with Eddie 

Hearnõs Matchroom Boxing stable in 

2022,   making his professional debut at  Wembley 

Arena  in London on 30 September 2023. 

Subsequently he has won all 11 of his fights 

including beating Troy Coleman for the English 

middleweight title at  York Hall  in London on 17 

October 2025.   

 

Our year 7 students and several club boxers from 

a range of year groups were invited to ask Jimmy 

questions about his career and our students came 

up with some really good questions. Jimmy talked 

about the sacrifices he has made to get as far as 

he has already, missing parties, consistent early 

nights even on holidays as well as a strict diet low 

in sugar and high in protein.  

 

He was asked about his training regime which is a 

seven days a week schedule involving cardio, 

circuit training, weight training as well as lots of 

padwork and sparring.  

 

Mr Sapsford remarked, òJimmy spoke with real 

passion about boxing and his exciting ambition 

within the sport. He has boxed all over the world 

already in his career and in front of big crowds but 

is hoping that he will compete for European then 

World titles in the next few years.  

 

It was great to see our students listen so carefully 

to what he had to say and hopefully to learn what 

commitment and sacrifices are required to 

achieve elite level success in life.ó  
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Rotary Club 
Award  

 

Careers Update  

During National Apprenticeship Week, the school 

supported the initiative in a variety of ways.   

   

In KS3 tutor time, students watched videos 

explaining what apprenticeships are and 

completed one of several apprenticeship -themed 

activities, including a word search,  Say What You 

See, Job Jumble or Sudoku.   
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Students in years 9 ð13 had the opportunity to hear 

from ARU (Anglia Ruskin University) through 

presentations tailored to their specific year groups. 

Depending on their year group, students received 

information on:   

¶ what an apprenticeship is and the  different 

levels  available   

¶ the pros and cons of studying via an 

apprenticeship   

¶ how to find and apply for apprenticeships   

¶ what to consider when writing an 

application   

   

ARU is a local further and higher education 

provider, and students in year 11 and above 

would also have learned about the range of 

opportunities available within their faculties.   

 

This is being further developed and discussed 

during form with additional resources that link 

subject learning to roles that can be accessed 

through apprenticeships.   

   

If you would like to find out more about 

apprenticeships, the school provides links to 

reliable sources of information via  Padlets  on the 

careers page of the school website.   

   

Please also note that, in support of National 

Apprenticeship Week, the Essex Apprenticeship 

Hub is running bookable one -to-one support 

sessions for students and families during half term. 

Details can be found by signing up to their service 

via the Apprenticeship Hub which also highlights 

current opportunities available to apply for in the 

county.   

 s.wood @shenfield.essex.sch.uk  

 

National Apprenticeship 
Week (9ï15 February 2026)   

Sign up to Apprenticeship Hub  

mailto:s.wood@shenfield.essex.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL0zehfpAjOVHtl_R3J1XlD9UQ0tZWE9JTjlWTzRZVzlEMlNUWkdGSlRCRC4u
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Key Stage 3 EE Postcards 
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Our Exceeding Expectations Postcard drive 

continues to be a real success and it has been 

fantastic to see so many students recognised for 

going above and beyond in their subjects.  

 

Through form time, a huge number of subject 

postcards have been awarded to students who 

are exceeding expectations in lessons. These 

postcards celebrate consistent effort, strong 

progress and a positive approach to learning, and 

staff have been delighted to acknowledge 

studentsõ achievements in this way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term, 123 students across Years 7 to 9 

have achieved between three and ten Exceeding 

Expectations postcards across a range of subjects. 

This is a significant accomplishment and these 

students will be recognised in our latest 

celebration assemblies for their sustained hard 

work and commitment to their learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even more impressive are the 20 students across 

Years 7 to 9 who have achieved between 10 and 

16 Exceeding Expectations postcards since 

September. This is an absolutely staggering 

achievement and reflects exceptional 

consistency across multiple subjects. These 

students will receive a special certificate, 

presented by the Co -Headteachers during the 

celebration assemblies.  

year   AUT SPR 

running  

total  

8 Lucas V  8 8 16 

9 Angel D  6 10 16 

7 Connie O  6 8 14 

8 Lexi A  6 8 14 

8 Tristan T 6 8 14 

9 Zachary S  5 9 14 

7 Sophie G  6 7 13 

9 Ava A  5 8 13 

9 Isabella C  6 7 13 

9 Lara S 5 8 13 

8 Harrison C  5 7 12 

8 Daisy W 5 6 11 

8 Emma P 5 6 11 

8 Maddison B  5 6 11 

8 Robyn L 5 6 11 

9 Ella-Rose W 4 7 11 

8 Brooke D  5 5 10 

8 Diya C  4 6 10 

8 Freya G  5 5 10 

8 Mercedes D  4 6 10 

Well done to all students who have earned 

Exceeding Expectations postcards so far. Your 

dedication, effort and ambition have not gone 

unnoticed. Keep working hard, stay focused and 

continue striving to exceed expectations in 

everything you do.  

EE Postcard in recognition of 3 

or more subject EE postcards 

awarded by Mr Clifford, 

Assistant Headteacher : 

Curriculum  



 

мр  
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C Points Results 

R  E  A  D  Y     R  E  S  P  E  C  T  F  U  L     R  E  S  P  O  N  S  I  B  L  E     C  H  A  L  L  E  N  G  E     C  O  N  T  R  I  B  U  T  I  O  N     C  O  L  L  A  B  O  R  A  T  I  O  N 

Weekly updates on our Instagram celebrate the 

most C and KS4 Points achieved weekly for the top 

achievers for each house and year group.  
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SPRING TERM 1 прмр пофр путп пмфн 
OVERALL мтсмн мтупо муфло мрфот 

T O P   A C H I E V E R S   S P R I N G  T E R M  1 

Riley L Yr 8 & Oliver W Yr 8 

https://www.instagram.com/shenfieldhighschoolofficial/
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Students in year 7 have been studying 

Shakespeare in their English classes and have 

made a variety of objects relating to their class 

work.  

 

We have been awed by cakes in the shape of the 

Globe Theatre, together with pendants and 

daggers. So very exciting to see the students 

engage and enjoy the works of Shakespeare  
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 Darcy Climbs High 

SPRING TERM 1 - FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER  

Congratulations to Darcy in year 7 who has won a 

big climbing competition recently. There are five 

climbs for the competition in which she has 

medalled  and she will be off to Portsmouth for the 

fifth round. Good luck Darcy and well done.  

 Year 7 Creative Shakespeare  


