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News from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We are at the end of the longest half term in the school 
year and what a busy eight weeks it has been. This edition 
of the newsletter provides an insight into the scope of 
opportunities available to our students outside of the 
timetabled curriculum. 
 

One of the biggest events for schools in this half term is the 
school Open Evening. Once again, we were very busy 
with parents both local and further afield visiting the school 
to see what is on offer. The highlight of this evening and 
the two open mornings that follow is the maturity and 
motivation of our student guides and presenters.  
 

Shenfield High School students as young as eleven and 
twelve find the confidence to speak to parents and 
younger students about life at Shenfield; questions are 
answered, and tours are given. It is genuinely 
heartwarming to witness the interactions and hear the 
feedback from potential new parents.  
 

Oliver and Elsie, our Head Students, are at the other end of 
their time at Shenfield High; a theme they touched upon in 
their speeches to parents at Open Evening. They and the 
other student leaders are keen to put something back into 
their school and to support younger students with their 
learning and wider experience at school. 
 

Following a brief closure at the start of the school year we 
are very pleased to have the school library reimagined as 
a before and after-school Learning Hub after half term; this 
is all part of our drive for higher standards You can read 
more about this on page 15 of the newsletter. 
 

Our next big whole school event is for year 11 students 
and their families. The Sixth Form Open Evening is on the 
14th November and will provide an important insight into 
what is on offer post-16 at Shenfield High; we have an 
extensive curriculum on offer.  
Finally, I hope to see many of you at our Christmas Music 
Concert on December 12th. 
 

Wishing you all a peaceful half term break. 
 

Best wishes,  
C.Costello  
Clare Costello 
Head Teacher  
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Headteacher’s Award 

CongratulaƟon to our Year 11 students who received the 
Headteacher’s Award from Miss Costello.  
 

These students were selected on their excellent progress 
made, recognised not only in the amount of KS4 credits they 
have earned but also their aƫtude to learning score.  
 

Once selected, they had to enter a wriƩen applicaƟon to the 
Headteacher, highlighƟng how they have demonstrated the 
school’s values during their Ɵme at Shenfield High School. They 
also had to be endorsed by a staff member, explaining why 
they believed each student was a worthy candidate.  
 

The students were incredibly proud of receiving this award and 
is testament to the hard work and dedicaƟon these students 
apply to their school life and community.  
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Ruby A  

Lillie A-C 

Louise B 

Eden C 

Jamie C 

Lily D 

Joshua F 

Noah F 

Thomas F 

Lucia F 

India-Marie G 

Isobel H 

Izzy H 

Bodie J 

Jamie K 

 

Sophie M 

Addie M 

Olivia O 

Angel O 

Ollie P 

Charlotte P 

Sophie R 

Rosie R 

Jacob S 

Holly S 

Callum S 

Harry T 

Sophie V 

Violet W 

Jordan W 

  I’m proud of                          
my Headteacher’s 
Award. It feels like 

everything I have done 
in the past has paid off 
and it will help me in 

the future.   
The Headteacher’s                          

Award and becoming a               
prefect are some of my favourite 

achievements because I work 
hard and try to put effort in 

everyday. For example I have 
100% aƩendance and no                      
R marks for the five years                       

I have been at                                        
this school. 

  I am proud                                     
to have been given the 
Headteacher’s Award.                

It makes me happy and 
makes me feel                                  
‘I can do this!’  
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House Points  

OVERALL 

    

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9868 
 

 

10290 
 

 

9622 
 

 

8908 
 

C-POINTS and KS4 CREDITS 

    

6564 7306 6462 5930 
TEAM COMPETITIONS 

3304 2984 3160 2978 
TOP FORM  

1104 1134 1160 1028 
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Overall results 

Results on next page ……. 

 
KS3 Interhouse                      
cross country  
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KS3 Interhouse cross country  

Lowest team score wins  

Year 9 Girls  
A: 349                 4th  
H: 189                 1st  
N: 315                 3rd  
P: 206  2nd  
 
Year 9 Boys  
A: 1010  1st  
H: 1363  4th  
N: 1041  2nd  
P: 1279  3rd  

Year 7 Girls  
A: 1186  4th  
H: 928                 3rd  
N: 924                 2nd  
P: 912  1st  
 
Year 7 Boys  
A: 1512  3rd  
H: 1708  4th  
N: 1335  1st  
P: 1414  2nd  

Year 8 Girls  
A: 511                 3rd  
H: 481                 2nd  
N: 468                 1st  
P: 703  4th  
 
Year 8 Boys  
A: 969                 2nd  
H: 897                 1st  
N: 1043  3rd  
P: 1163  4th  

Cross country results 
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Student Leadership  
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7 Brooke B 
7 ScarleƩ E 
7 BeƩy I 
7 Ava M 
7 Ruby M 
7 Jessica M 
7 Libby N 
7 Tara S 
7 Eliza S 
7 Joshua S 
7 olivia V 
7 Poppy W 
8 Lleyton A 
8 Harry B 
8 Douglas C 
8 Isabella C 
8 Millie E 
8 Isabella R 
8 Libbi S 
8 Lara S 
9 Nathan B 
9 Molly F 
9 Yara H 
9 Amber K 
9 Zoe M 
9 ScarleƩ P 
9 Chloe S 
9 Noah W 
9 Daisy W 

10 Libbie B 
10 Louise B 
10 Phoebe B 
10 Sofia C 
10 Mia G 
10 Emily H 
10 Lauren H 
10 Paige J 
10 ScarleƩ P 
10 Lilly P-W 
10 Fran R 
10 Livy S 
10 Leja T 
10 Mahith V 

 
House Captains 

Louise B, Izzy H, Sophie M, Lucia F, Lillie A-C, Ollie P, Josh F, 
Hollie S, Lily D, Sophie V 

 
Year 11 Prefects 2024 –2025 

Huge congratulations to our successful students who 
have been selected to represent our school student 
leadership team. 

They hold key roles and responsibilities in Shenfield 
High School and will be amazing roles models for the 
whole school community.  

Well done.  
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Elsie  
 
As Head Girl, I hope to make a positive difference 
and give something back to the school that has 
provided me with so many opportunities. My aim 
is to lead by example, to inspire others around me 
and to create an environment where every 
student feels valued. 
  
I am currently studying A-Levels in Maths, Biology 
and Spanish- all of which I am very passionate 
about and thoroughly enjoy. I aspire to pursue a 
degree in International Management and Spanish 
at university, with the dream of one day travelling 
the world. 
  
I consider myself a conscientious and optimistic 
individual, always striving to give my best in 
everything that I do. My hope is that in this role, I 
can contribute positively to the school 
community. Whether it's through organising 
events, offering support, or simply being a source 
of encouragement, I am committed to making my 
time as Head Girl as impactful as possible for 
everyone at Shenfield. 

Oliver  
 
It’s been a privilege to be elected Head Boy by 
my peers and teachers. Being Head Boy is not just 
a title for me, it’s a chance to give back to a 
school that has shaped who I am. In the role of 
Head Boy I aim to be approachable, honest and a 
dedicated member of the school community of 
which I have been a part of since year 7. 
  
During my tenure in this role, as I promised in my 
application video, I believe that everyone should 
feel heard and valued, and so will be committed 
to being a voice for my peers. I am currently 
studying Physics, Maths, Computer Science and 
the latter I have a strong passion for and wish to 
pursue a degree in. I believe that further 
education will not only widen the horizons of my 
knowledge but also equip me with the skills 
necessary for the future. 
  
I am excited about the journey ahead and look 
forward to working with all of you to continue to 
make Shenfield High School  
a place where everyone  
can thrive together. 

 
Sixth Form Leadership Team  

Head Girl Head Boy 
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Lexi  
 
I joined Shenfield as an external student and 
found it difficult to adapt to a new environment in 
the first few weeks. The support of staff and other 
students however soon made me realise that 
Shenfield was the perfect place for me.  In my role 
as Deputy Head Girl I hope to help other students 
who find themselves in a similar situation, 
especially those who have joined Shenfield from 
other schools.  The Sixth Form Leadership Team 
has a strong history of supporting others and this is 
a legacy that I will make sure continues.  I see 
myself as sociable and approachable with a 
genuine desire to help others.  
  
I would like to continue my studies after Sixth Form 
by studying a degree apprenticeship.  I also 
thoroughly enjoy my current part time job in which 
I coach gymnastics.  I feel that I can support other 
students in getting the balance right between their 
academic studies and commitments outside of 
school.  
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Liam  
 
As Deputy Head Boy I hope to be a positive role 
model to other students around the school and 
see myself as someone that can promote a 
positive learning environment.  
  
I aspire to complete a degree apprenticeship 
within the field of economics, this is a subject  I am 
currently studying alongside Maths and Film 
Studies.  Since studying in the Sixth Form, I have 
become increasingly aware of the 
interconnectedness of economics with every 
other aspect of the world.  I have a particular 
interest in economic growth, the labour market 
and market structures.  
  
I see myself as hardworking, dedicated and 
approachable.  I hope that I am able to use my 
position to help with the growth and development 
of the Sixth Form. 

Deputy 
Head Girl 

Deputy 
Head Boy 

 
Sixth Form Leadership Team  

R  E  A  D  Y     R  E  S  P  E  C  T  F  U  L     R  E  S  P  O  N  S  I  B  L  E     C  H  A  L  L  E  N  G  E     C  O  N  T  R  I  B  U  T  I  O  N     C  O  L  L  A  B  O  R  A  T  I  O  N 



 

9  

The Sixth Form senior students held a Macmillan 
bake sale on Friday 27th September. 

They raised over £160 to help support people with 
cancer. 

Well done.  
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Sixth Form 

 Macmillan Bake Sale 

 Peer Mentor Team 

Congratulations to our Sixth Form students who 
have shown commitment and enthusiasm in 
volunteering to take on the rewarding role of Peer 
Mentor which enriches and broadens their 
experience while helping younger pupils. 

Our senior student Peer Mentors make a valuable 
contribution to the school community by helping 
younger pupils to experience success and 
emotional well-being in school. 

Having applied to take on the role of Peer 
Mentors, year 12 students took part in training this 
week to develop the specific skills necessary, 
which include good listening and communication 
skills as well as safeguarding of pupils.   

Students now look forward to joining our existing 
team and offering support throughout the school.  
Peer Mentor intervention can make a significant 
difference to a younger pupil’s life. 

 Poppy Appeal 2024 

If you would like to buy a Poppy in remembrance, 
the Sixth Form leadership team will be selling them 
after half term during form time.  

It is a £1 donation and                                                       
only cash accepted please.   
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 Year 7 
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On Open Evening, four year 7 students were 
picked as ambassadors to represent the year 
group.  

Ruby, Daniel, Anais and Ben did a wonderful job 
going on stage during Mr Rigg’s speech and 
informing parents of their experiences at Shenfield 
High School so far.  

Each of the four students received an award from 
Miss Arnold and Miss Smalling for the wonderful 
job that they did.  

10 

Year 7 have spent the last half term focusing on 
kindness and respect.  

So far, over forty golden tickets have been 
awarded to students for acts of kindness from 
either their tutors or the pastoral team.  

Students who receive a golden ticket will win an 
instant prize and then be put into a prize draw 
which will give them the opportunity to win a 
larger reward at the end of each half term. 

Year 7 students have all completed enough house 
activities to be awarded their house 
badges. Congratulations to all year 7 students, a 
huge amount of effort went into completing the 
tasks.  

 House Badges  

 Golden Tickets 
 Year 7 Ambassadors 
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On Thursday 10th October, the Careers 
Department hosted their annual Careers Fair.   
 
This event gave the pupils from years 8 to 13 the 
opportunity to meet employers within industry, 
training providers, colleges and universities for 
face to face general discussion and advice on a 
wide range of careers and education 
opportunities.   
 
Fifty-five organisations and businesses were 
represented on the night. 
 
Selected Sixth Form Ambassadors acted as the 
welcome party, aiding the exhibitors and handing 
out programmes amongst many other 
organisational duties.  Mr Cooke, Assistant 
Headteacher and Mrs Utton were on hand to 
guide.  
 
Talks were from Anglia Ruskin University  about 
‘Why go to university?’  and apprenticeships were 
explained by Chelmsford College.   
 
The relaxed yet informal atmosphere, as well as 
the colourful displays, encouraged our pupils to 
ask questions and investigate different types of 
career or educational options. 
 
We would like to thank those who gave up their 
evening and supported this event.   
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Mr A Cooke 
Assistant Headteacher  
a.cooke@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

 Shenfield Careers 

If you attended the Careers Fair and have any 
comments from the evening, please email your 
comments to Mrs L Utton (Careers Administrator) 
l.utton@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

 Jo and I were very busy 
 at your event with lots of parents/

carers and young people asking lots of 
questions.  So many people attended 

the apprenticeship talk and it was great 
to receive questions at the end.  

  
The event as always was so well 

organised and very well attended.  
…...Shenfield always puts on such great 

hospitality – probably the best school 
we visit in Essex. 

Fiona Byford-Smith 
InformaƟon, Advice and Guidance Advisor 

Chelmsford College   

Please click here to view the Anglia Ruskin 
University presentation 
 
 

Please click here to view An Apprenticeships 
Guide Presentation by Chelmsford College  

 careers.shenfieldlearning.com/key-
stage-5.html 

 careers.shenfieldlearning.com/
apprenticeship-information.html 
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Annual Careers Fair  
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English - Book Buzz & 

Young Writers Competition 
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‘Bookbuzz is an exciting reading programme 
developed by BookTrust, the UK’s largest children’s 
reading charity. With 16 fantastic titles to choose from, 
we’re sure every student will find something to inspire 
them to become lifelong readers.’  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-
campaigns/bookbuzz/ 

Mrs Luis (E6)  Friday, 8th November  

This year Shenfield High School took part in the 
Booktrust’s annual Bookbuzz event. Every student 
in year 7 was allowed to choose one book from a 
choice of 16.  

The lessons stirred up a great deal of excitement, 
and the cheers from the English classrooms once 
the books arrived was all that could be heard! 

The most popular book by far was “Murder at 
Snowfall” by Fleur Hithcock chosen by 20% of year 
7. The least popular, with no selections, was the 
non-fiction book “Tutankhamun’s Treasure” 
suggesting that the mummy’s curse lives on well 
into 2024! 

Bookbuzz isn’t over just yet either. We have the 
book swap taking place in the library starting on 
Wednesday 16th October, so any year 7 that 
would like to read more of the choices is welcome 
to bring their finished book and swap it for a new 
one.  

We have also asked students to create a book 
review for their chosen book once its finished. Two 
book reviews will be chosen at the end of the year 
to win an Amazon gift voucher. 

www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/secondary-11-18 

Deadline for ghost story writing competition - 08.11.24 
Please see Mrs Luis.  
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Celebrating the legacy of John Ninian. 
 
As we bid farewell to our esteemed colleague, 
John Ninian, we reflect on an incredible 51-year 
teaching career that has left an indelible mark on 
the lives of countless students and educators 
alike.  
 
John, who has been a cherished member of the 
Shenfield High School community for the past 22 
years, is known not just for his remarkable 
expertise in English Literature, but also for his 
unwavering commitment to nurturing the next 
generation of teachers. 
 
Throughout his tenure, John served as an English 
teacher and was the Head of the English for 10 
years. His passion for literature inspired many 
young learners, igniting a thirst for reading that 
has enriched their lives. Former students and 
teachers alike speak fondly of the profound 
impact John had on their educational journeys. 
Many credit him with inspiring them to pursue 
careers in teaching, a testament to his ability to 
motivate and uplift those around him. 
 
In recognition of his invaluable contributions to our 
school, we are proud to announce that our library 
has been renamed The John Ninian Library. This 
honour reflects not only John’s dedication to 
fostering a love of reading but also his significant 
role in shaping the culture of learning at Shenfield 
High School. 
 
As we celebrate John’s remarkable career, we 
invite all members of our school community to 
share their memories and stories of the impact he 
made. While he will be greatly missed, his legacy 
will continue to inspire future generations of 
students and educators.  

 The John Ninian Library  
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Thank you, John, for everything you’ve given us! 
 
Warm wishes and best of luck on your new 
adventures! 
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Peer-to-peer study 
support sessions are 
now available in the 
library for students who 
can get help from the 
Sixth Form leadership 
team, prefects and our 
year 10 teaching and 
learning group.  
 
It is an opportunity to 
get help with exam 
preparation, revision or 
homework from other 
students with their own 
experience. 
 
In the learning hub, 
students will also have 
access to a teacher 
and key resources for 
every subject. 

 The Learning 
Hub 

Starting 
Monday 4th 
November 

 Library 3-4pm 
on Monday, 

Tuesday, 
Thursday, 

Friday. 

 Study  
Support 
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Shenfield Combined Cadet 

Force (CCF) 

During the summer holidays, cadets from years 10 
to 13 attended their annual summer camp at 
Cherry Tree Cadet Training Centre in Colchester. 
This was a five-day trip away that consisted of a 
variety of activities that were designed to build 
teamwork, perseverance and to overall just have 
fun. 
 
After a two-hour journey, we threw the cadets into 
the deep end by introducing them to a high ropes 
course at Essex Outdoors in Mersea. The cadets 
had to work as a team to completes various 
obstacle courses in a set time limit.                          
Some managed to conquer their fear of heights 
using the words of motivation that the other cadets 
cheered. We ended the day strong with a nice 
meal of fish and chips on Clacton pier. 
 
After the cadets settled into their accommodation, 
they all prepared for the main event of the week, 
the overnight exercise. This consisted of setting up 
in the nearby MOD battle practice area with full 
bergens and prepared equipment. Morale was 
high, as the senior cadets accompanied by 
Brentwood School CCF, left to play their roles as 
enemy of the exercise.  
 
We set up our harbour with round the clock 
sentries on both sides that continued all the way 
through the night. It was tough for some cadets to 
be up that late, but they persevered and kept  
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watch all night. Some chose to nap before sentries 
while others had different plans !! 
 

Throughout both days 
we came under attack 
three times, quickly 
jumping into action 
and fighting off the 
enemy each time. On 
the final attack thanks 
to intel from a small unit 
of cadets that we sent 
out on reconnaissance 
on the enemy, we were 
ready for them, 
attacking them by surprise and striking them 
before they even reached our camp. Needless to 
say, they didn’t know what hit them. We finished 
the overnight by ambushing the enemy and 
wiping out their camp, we were victorious! 
 
 

By morning the cadets were ready to take on the 
new day. The morning started with a surprise 
attack from the enemy, this was handled really 
well by the half-awake cadets. The pack up of the 
camp was quick and we then set off on our way 
for the last exercise of the overnight, carrying out 
the six section battle drills during an attack of the 
enemy. 
 

Once we got back to the main camp the cadets 
had to unpack the kit from the bergens before 
they were released into the dorms to have 
showers and get themselves comfy. The night 
went smoothly, and the cadets enjoyed their well-
earned reward of watching the England vs Spain 
Euros football match with sweets and snacks.  
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After a lovely sleep in and a hearty full English 
breakfast, the cadets started the next day with a 
giant water fight. This consisted of water balloons, 
water guns and a lot of excited cadets. After 
burning off some of the cooped-up energy that 
built up due to the football match the night before, 
the cadets changed into dry clothes and set off in 
the minivans to Mersea Island again. Only this time 
it was for water activities. 
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The cadets listened to a safety briefing before they 
were free to decide if they were kayaking or 
paddle boarding. Then, using teamwork as a pair, 
or being independent on their own kayak or 
paddle board the cadets managed to travel 
across the sea over to a small island by following 
the well-trained instructors. There were even some 
cadets that tried the challenge of standing on the 
paddle boards!  
 
After changing into dry clothes again the cadets 
sat down at the Blackwater Pearl café to eat some 
delicious pizza. Once their bellies were full, we set 
off back to the main camp in order to rest. 
 
The last day of camp rolled by very quickly. Before 
long the cadets were packing the minivan with 
their luggage in preparation for the trip back. 
However, the activities had not ended just yet.  
 
The cadets were finally given their last task of 
camp. This was to create a routine that could be 
carried out by your team with as few commands 
as possible, in synchronisation and with as many 
unique or creative moves as possible.  
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In time honoured tradition the start of the new 
academic year brings the opportunity to say 
goodbye to David, our Regimental Sergeant Major 
for the previous year, David will be attending 
university to study engineering followed by 
guaranteed entrance to Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst for officer training, before hopefully 
joining the Royal and Electrical Engineers regiment 
(REME) as a commissioned junior officer in the 
British Army. David passed the coveted senior rank 
of RSM and responsibilities to Nathan, who has 
proved to be an outstanding cadet since joining in 
year 9, always leading by example in all aspects 
of cadet life. 
 
We are also delighted to announce that Stephanie 
has been awarded the senior cadet rank of 
Battery Sergeant Major, she will work closely with 
Nathan and senior adult staff to ensure the smooth 
and enjoyable running of CCF here at Shenfield 
High School throughout the 2024/2025 academic 
year. 

 
Changing of the guard! 
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There were three teams, and the youngest 
member had to be the leader. In the end there 
was variations of the macarena, Wii sport moves 
and the conga. Each of the three teams got prizes 
with the first place getting the bragging rights.  
 
After prizes were given the cadets formed up with 
the year 13 for the last time. Certificates were 
given to each year thirteen and some were even 
ranked up. Before long the cadets were loading 
themselves onto the minivans while the sixth from 
cadets took a last group photo.  
 
We would like to say a big thank you to the year 
13 cadets for the hard work and effort put into our 
cadet contingent. Your effort has made this year’s 
cadets a great one and we will miss you all. We 
wish you all the best in the future whether it is 
university, an apprenticeship or a job that you 
decide to take up. We wish you all the best for the 
future! 
 
Regimental Sergeant Major Nathan 
Battery Sergeant Major Stephanie  
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 Open Evening  
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There was a great buzz around MFL at Open 
Evening on 3rd October – lots of activities where 
year 6 students were able to show off to their 
parents how well and quickly they were able to 
learn a bit of Spanish and French. Thank you to all 
of the tour guides that did such a great job of 
helping the little ones to take their first steps with 
the languages, and spoke about their learning 
with us with such enthusiasm! 
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 MFL 

Ably assisted by Mr Fletcher and Mr Rees-Gildea, 
Mrs Garcia and Mrs Aneke have been running 
Duolingo Club, where students are regularly 
coming along to try their hand at German, Korean 
and Japanese – all are encouraged to come 
along and get involved – students and  
staff alike! – Monday lunchtimes, i1. 

 Open Evening  Year 7 have made a great start to life at Shenfield 
High School studying French and Spanish. There 
were some great examples of creativity with the 
first homework that students produced, and 
special mentions to Eliza S. and Malan M. who 
came up with some real works of art which were 
informative and beautiful at the same time. 

 Bienvenidos/Bienvenue! 
A big welcome to Mrs Aneke, who is our new 
French and Spanish teacher – she has settled in 
well to life as a teacher at Shenfield. We hope that 
she will enjoy being with her classes, and look 
forward to seeing what they can all achieve 
together. 
Secondly, welcome back to Miss Murphy, who 
has come back to teach at Shenfield after her 
maternity leave. It really is great to have her back 
with us, and students have been lovely in how 
they have responded to her return, showing what 
brilliant people they are! 

 Year 7 

 i1 
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We had a fantastic trip to RHS Hyde Hall in 
September, where students were able to explore 
the grounds and gardens, taking some brilliant 
photography to underpin their first GCSE Unit.              
The students were guided through some nature art 
based workshops, including printing, clay and 
wirework. We even enjoyed beautiful weather! 

 
Year 10 Art Trip               
RHS Hyde Hall 
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We are very excited to present 
the mural we created about 
the history of Shenfield High 
School, which is now up and 
on display.  The mural was 
made as part of the Summer 
Arts and Cultural festival and 
was the hard work of some of 
our year 9 students, using 
collage of archive materials 
and watercolour paints.  

 
Summer Cultural and Arts 

Festival Mural 
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An acting academy, where we rehearse and perform a new National Theatre play, for 
their UK wide Connections festival. 
 
We perform in a professional theatre and also are in with a chance of performing at the 
National Theatre itself! 
 
Every Wednesday P5 (2pm - 3pm)- X2 

RECRUITING TALENTED YEAR 11 ACTORS FOR 2025 
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Year 11 Examinations  

For all the information regarding year 11 
examinations that was presented at our year 11 
Information Evening, please go to our website.  
 
Link below: 

 https://www.shenfield.essex.sch.uk/
curriculum/exam-information/  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fQspBdkb-YA 

Year 11 Information Evening presentation  
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Rugby  

The year 7 and  8 boys have made excellent starts 
to the rugby season.  
 
Year 7 went along to their first Mid-Essex Waterfall 
Festival and showed exactly how good they are 
and will be in years to come. Coming up against 
a tough Great Baddow side in their first game they 
narrowly lost three tries to two despite some 
excellent defence. In their next two games 
against Boswells and local rivals St Martins, the 
team dominated in both attack and defence 
coming out winners by a couple of tries in each.  
 
The year 8 have had an even busier time with 
both an Essex & Mid-Essex festival. Coming away 
with two wins and a loss after playing against 
teams from all over Essex means that they’ll 
progress to the next round back at Brentwood 
School to compete for the U13 Essex Rugby Bowl 
championship in the first week of November. At 
the Mid-Essex festival the year 8 continued their 
success from last year with a 100% record against 
St Martins & Boswells school, scoring twelve tries 
and only conceding one across the matches with 
Ed and Ben scoring five and four respectively. 

Both teams will have their next Waterfall festivals 
in the week commencing 11th November. 

The year 8 boys sporting their new kit – sponsored 
by Old Brentwoods RFC 
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Keep up to date with all sporting achievements at                    
Shenfield High School  @SHSPEDEPT1  
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The JPAA members are working hard in their 
various roles as principals, dance crew members, 
dance captains, advanced singers, support roles 
and ensemble members for our 2025 Musical 
‘Matilda’. Their level of commitment to the show 
process has been outstanding.  

 Performing Arts 
 Junior Performing                  

Arts Academy  

 Drama focus 

The Academy members have started working on 
this year’s Shakespeare School Festival at The 
Spotlight Theatre in Hertfordshire. This year we are 
exploring William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. The students will be looking at the 
use of ensemble work, comedy, and 
Shakespearean language to bring this known 
classic to life. With over 60 parent tickets sold, we 
cannot wait to showcase the student’s hard work 
in November!  

 Dance Focus 

Following the success of  last year’s Primary 
Dance Festival at Christmas, our JPAA members 
are about to start preparations for the next local 
Primary and Secondary collaboration as we 
welcome local KS2 students to take part in 
another Christmas themed workshop. We cannot 
wait to bring together our local year 1 and 2 
students with our Performing Arts Leaders for some 
dance magic! 
 
Throughout morning Dance sessions, JPAA 
members have been learning choreography from 
a number of musicals, ready for the May 
showcase. We have been impressed by the level 
of professionalism shown so far, by our members. 

 Singing Focus  

Through ‘Acting through Song’ sessions, our JPAA 
members having been working on new Musical 
Theatre ensemble pieces from musicals Prom, 
Rent and Wicked. They have been working on 
vocal technique, harmonies, blocking and 
movement, as well as Musical Theatre delivery 
and musicality. These pieces, along with the 
dance and drama numbers that students have 
been working on in JPAA sessions will be 
performed in their end of year showcase and 
awards evening in May.  

 Sixth Form                         
Theatre Academy 

We have been hard at work, auditioning for our 
upcoming National Theatre “Connections” 
festival. We are rehearsing a brand new play, 
commissioned by The National Theatre, called 
“Normalised” and cannot wait to perform in a 
professional Theatre in April 2025.  
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With over 80 cast members, rehearsals have 
been very busy so far!  
 
The cast members have been hard at work 
learning their lines and choreography, and only 
weeks into rehearsals staff have been so 
impressed with the level of enthusiasm and 
professionalism from cast members!  
 
We are incredibly excited to present this 
musical in February next year. Tickets will go on 
sale in January 2025.  

 Year 7 Drama Club  

Every Friday lunchtime in X2. Bring your lunch. 
Everyone welcome. Come play Drama games, 
improve your confidence and make new friends! 

 Performing Arts 

· Whole School Musical  -  Matilda  
 11th and 12th February  2025    
 6.30pm 
 

· Sixth Form Academy “Home” Connections 
performance  

 March 2025 
 

· Sixth Form Academy “Partner Theatre” 
Connections performance, Queen’s Theatre  

 April 2025 
 

· JPAA Showcase  
 May 2025  
 

· Lower School Play  
 July 2025  
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 Pastoral Team Contacts 
Year Pastoral Manager 

7 Miss Smalling k.smalling@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

8 Mrs Allen  j.allen@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

9 Ms East  v.east@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

10 Mrs Hodgson-Wild   a.hodgson-
wild@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

11 Mrs Kalaitzis  k.kalaitzis@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 
12/13 Mrs Downey  c.downey@shenfield.essex.sch.uk  

Year Head of Year 

7 Miss Arnold  t.arnold@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

8 Mr Chapman  p.chapman@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

9 Mr Fletcher  m.fletcher@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

10 Mrs Toland a.toland@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

11 Miss Emms  c.emms@shenfield.essex.sch.uk  

12 Mr Macdonald j.macdonald@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

13 Mr Bishop   t.bishop@shenfield.essex.sch.uk  

Head of Sixth 
Form 

Mr Cooke 
a.cooke@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Assistant Head of 
Sixth Form 

Mr Macdonald 
j.macdonald@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

KS5 Pastoral      
Secretary 

Mrs Dunn           
j.dunn@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

KS3 - 4 Pastoral 
Secretary 

Mrs Walker 
j.walker@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Student Services Mrs Purbrick 
l.purbrick@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Assistant 
Headteacher 

Mr Poole Behaviour and AƩendance 
t.poole@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Safeguarding Team  

DSL Mr Bolitho                  
n.bolitho@shenfield.essex.sch.uk  

Deputy DSL Mrs Nelson                         
s.nelson@shenfield.essex.sch.uk  

 Subject Leaders Contacts 
English Mrs Whiƞield  

s.whiƞield@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 
Maths Mr Russell           

p.russell@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 
Science &  
Engineering 

Dr Pope                      
g.pope@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

History Mrs Howard    
s.howard@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Geography Mr SpringeƩ    
h.springeƩ@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

MfL Mr Shaunak                                                  
a.shaunak @shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

PE Mr Hall                          
m.hall@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Art Mrs Kemp        
d.kemp@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Performing 
Arts 

Miss Sherwood      
e.sherwood@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Music Mr Willsher      
p.wilsher@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Computer 
Science 

Mr Aluko                                                                    
b.aluko@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Business & 
Economics 

Mr Shearing   
b.shearing@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Media & Film Mr Sheriff      
m.sheriff@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

Food Mr Costello 
r.costello@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 

 shs@shenfield.essex.sch.uk 
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Please note the email address to use for all 
aƩendance maƩers including enquires, queries               
and absences is:- 
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Key dates Autumn Term 2 

 School Event Calendar  

Date Event  

04.11.24 Start of Autumn Term 2 - Week A 

14.11.24 Sixth Form Open Evening 

18.11.24 Start of Year 11 mock examinaƟons  

04.12.24 End of Year 11 mock examinaƟons  

11.12.24 Year 11 Sixth Form Taster Day 

12.12.24 Christmas Concert  

20.12.24 Last day of Autumn Term -                                     
student finish at noon 

Please keep up to date with school events 
by visiƟng our website at:- 
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Exam Invigilators wanted 

@ShenfieldHigh  

 School Term Dates 2024—2025 

Wishing everyone a 
wonderful half term 
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